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Reading Policy
Intent

At Oliver’s Battery Primary school, we aim to foster a love of books and reading, both of fiction and non-fiction. We strive to make our children keen readers, who enjoy a wide variety of reading materials both in and out of the school setting. When our children leave us and move on to secondary school, we aim for all children to read fluently and with confidence, across all subjects and genres.
Our school is a book-rich environment, with an inviting library that sparks the imagination, book corners in each classroom and time given over each day to individual reading for enjoyment, without any pressure to read aloud. 
Across the school, we have high aspirations for all and strive to create children with a greater depth in appreciation and understanding of what is read.
UNICEF Articles

As a Rights Respecting School, we uphold the articles from the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. The articles that underpin our policy include:

Article 3 (best interests of the child) The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all decision and actions that affect children.

Article 28 (right to education) Every child has the right to an education. We aim to meet the needs of all children in our care and respect children’s dignity and their rights.

Article 29 (goals of education) Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full. It must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as well as respect for others, their culture and the environment.
Aims

By the time children leave us, they will:
· Read fluently and with good understanding

· Develop the habit of reading widely and often, for pleasure and to acquire information

· Use a wide vocabulary, understanding grammar and linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language

· Write effectively, accurately and coherently, able to adapt their writing for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences

· Use discussion to further their learning, being able to elaborate and justify their ideas, supporting their work with evidence from the text

· Competently and confidently speaking and listening, asking and responding to questions as well as participating in discussions and demonstrating their understanding of what they have read.

The Teaching of Reading
Our children are read to both indoors and outdoors, with books being key in engaging children’s interest and supporting project work.

Children in our Early Years learn to read using the Jolly Phonics programme, containing materials that concentrate on activities to promote speaking and listening skills, phonological awareness and oral blending alongside Letters and Sounds (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/letters-and-sounds). 

Jolly Phonics Phases one to three are covered in Year R.
Letters and Sounds phases 3-5 are covered in Year 1

Letters and Sounds phase 6 is covered in Year 2.

Phonic Screening
Year 1 children will undertake the phonic screening check in June.

Those children who are not secure in their phonics are required to re-sit the phonic screening check will receive extra support and re-take it in the summer term of Year 2.
Guided Reading and Home Readers
Key Stage 1 – guided reading happens every day in Years 1 and 2. Children read in a guided group four times a week and individually to adults once a week. The skills taught centre around comprehension, identifying themes, inference, deduction and language used for effect. The grouping of children in guided reading is fluid and alters as the children make progress.
We use the Hampshire Inspection and Advisory Service book band scheme, which progress through coloured bands, alongside a range of other reading materials containing both fiction and non-fiction books. The colour banded books stay in school and Oxford Reading Tree alongside other home reading books are sent home for children to practise reading.  These books are matched to the child’s reading level and when ready, they progress onto chapter books.

Children log what has been read in the reading chart in their homework book once they have read at home.

Ideally, children would read to an adult each day for approximately ten minutes, but the minimum requirement to enable children to make good progress is reading three times a week.

For further support in helping your children to read, please go to our website and look under the curriculum tab. Under English, you will find additional materials on phonics, spellings, reading with your child and a jargon-buster document to decode the various terminologies that you will come across.
Lower Key Stage 2
Reading skills are further developed in Years 3 and 4 focusing on ‘skim and scan’ for information retrieval, prediction skills, inference and deduction. During each week the children practise reading skills with a different daily focus.

Each week the children can take home a book of their choice linked to their reading ability. 

As in Key Stage 1, we would encourage parents and carers to listen to children read on a daily basis, however if that is not possible, a minimum of three times each week will guarantee good progress.

Upper Key Stage 2

By years 5 and 6, reading skills are usually well developed. There are weekly guided reading comprehensions to further hone skills developed in earlier year groups.
Children are encouraged to read aloud in class in all subjects and also to read independently for pleasure. 
SEND

Where children require extra support to develop reading skills, interventions are put in place to secure phonic knowledge, learn ‘tricky words’ and / or children read individually to an adult each day. These interventions can and do happen in every year group.

Library Books
Children visit the library at least once a week and can take a library book home to read. 

In year 6, children have access to a range of higher-ability books that are suitable for older readers and all children may borrow two books at a time. 

Children are encouraged to swap books as often as they like and to read broadly and for pleasure.

Website: www.oliversbatteryprimary.com

